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The hadiths of Sufyan al-Thawri affected by the discrepancy
between marfu‘ and mawquf in the chapter of eating and
drinking
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Abstract:

This research examines three hadiths related to the topic
of eating and drinking, which are affected by the discrepancy in
narration from Sufyan al-Thawri regarding whether they are
transmitted as marfi or mawquf. Al-Thawri was among the
prolific narrators, with several students narrating from him, and
differences appeared in their transmissions. The study gathers
and analyzes the various chains of narration, distinguishing
between the marfu‘ and mawqif versions. It adopts both the
inductive and critical methodologies, aiming to determine the
strongest narration among the differing reports from al-Thawri
and to assess the authenticity of the hadiths in both their marfu°
and mawqif forms. This distinction is significant because a
marfi‘ narration attributed to the Prophet carries authoritative
weight in deriving rulings, whereas a mawqif narration
attributed to a Shahabah holds a lower degree of authority .The
study concludes that, for all three hadiths, the mawquf version
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from Sufyan al-Thawri is the more reliable. The first hadith is
authenticated as a mawquf report from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar.
The second hadith is authenticated as a mawqif report from Abu
Mas‘ud al-Ansari. As for the third hadith, the teacher of al-
Thawri was contradicted in its chain, and the narration from
‘A’ishah not established. Instead, the correct version is that it is
from the narration of Umm Salamah attributed to the Prophet.
Keywords: Hadith, ‘ilal, food, marfu‘, mawquf.
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