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Issues of Consensus Regarding Prayer Times - A
Jurisprudential Study
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Abstract:

This research aims to compile the issues related to the
timings of prayer (awqat al-salah) upon which consensus (ijma°)
has been established, to document the textual evidence of
consensus from the authoritative sources recognized by jurists, to
highlight the scientific value of consensus in unifying Islamic
jurisprudence and minimizing disputes, and to present a
specialized academic study that may serve as a reference for
researchers and students. The researcher adopted the inductive,
analytical, and comparative methodology in addressing the
topics of the study. Among the key findings: the consensus on
the recommendation of ibrad (delaying zuhr prayer in intense
heat) was not fully established due to differences attributed to
some Companions, al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, and a rare opinion within
the Shafi‘1 school preferring hastening, as well as to the reported
disagreement of al-Qadi ‘Iyad and Abu ‘Awanah, who argued
for its obligation. Similarly, the consensus on the
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recommendation of hastening the zuhr prayer in times other than
extreme heat was not realized, as the Hanafis preferred ibrad
unconditionally, while the Malikis considered delaying it until
the shadow reaches one cubit preferable for congregational
prayer. However, consensus was verified on the principle that if
a person misses a prayer and remembers it during the time of
another prayer with sufficient time, he must first make up the
missed prayer and then perform the current one, unless he fears
missing the congregation.
Keywords: Consensus (Ijma‘) — Issues — Prayer Times — Salah.
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