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Abstract:

This study investigates the impact of Islamic liberal
thought on religious life in Indonesia by analyzing its
emergence, core principles, key figures, and consequences. The
research reveals that Liberal Islam in Indonesia is not a mere
interpretive trend, but a comprehensive ideological project aimed
at redefining Islamic concepts through a Western liberal lens. Its
major principles include reinterpretation of Islamic texts,
rejection of Sharia as a legal framework, religious pluralism, and
absolute equality. These principles have led to the erosion of
core beliefs such as al-wala' wa al-bara’, weakening the role of
scholars, and normalizing syncretic practices which poses a
threat to the religious identity of the society. The study
concludes by emphasizing the need to reinforce Islamic
theology, strengthen religious institutions, and produce scholarly
refutations to confront this ideological deviation.

Keywords: Liberal Thought, Liberal Islam, Indonesia, Religious
Pluralism.
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